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CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT 2 

 3 

Resolution:   Authorizing the payment of $18,171.14 to BULLDOG FIRE APPARATUS, INC for 4 

repairs to Truck One. 5 

 6 

Be it resolved by the Cumberland Fire District as follows: 7 

 8 

WHEREAS:  Truck One had compartments pulling away from the assembly. 9 

 10 

WHEREAS:  After having a claims adjuster from VFIS inspect Truck One it was determined that 11 

due to a previous failure in a weld, in 2008, over time caused the obvious 12 

compartment failure. 13 

 14 

WHEREAS: The adjuster from VFIS rejected a claim, causing CFD to be fully responsible for all 15 

repairs and not KME, the manufacturer. 16 

 17 

WHEREAS: All work was completed to Chief Finlay’s approval. 18 

 19 

   20 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS: 21 

 22 

Section 1. The repair invoice payable to BULLDOG FIRE APPARATUS for $18,171.14 is approved 23 

for payment.  Such payment to be charged to Account 1008. 24 

 25 

 26 

Date approved:  August 23, 2016 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

_________________________  ___________________________ 31 

Bruce A. Lemois, Chairman   Debra Auclair, Clerk 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

PASSED    36 

YAY:  NAY:     37 
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Commissioner Matta absentCommissioner Koutsogiane stated he talked to CPAs that	said this was an expense, not a capital item which	is opposite of what the CFD's Auditing firm, PPA 	has stated.  Mr. Koutsogiane didn't share the name of the firm he talked with. 



CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT 
Headquarters Station Four 

3502 Mendon Road ▪ Cumberland, RI 02864 
 Kenneth A. Finlay  Phone: 401-658-0544      Fax: 401-658-2198 
 Chief of Department  www.cumberlandfire.org 
 kfinlay@cumberlandfire.org   

 

  
 

 Station One Station Two Station Five 
 555 High Street 1530 Mendon Road 50 Arnold Mills Road 
 401-722-5992 401-333-4311 401-333-2244 

 

August 15, 2016 
 
Re:Truck 1- 2000 KME Aerialcat 
 
 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
It was reported to me the compartments on Truck 1, right hand side seem to be pulling away 
from the normal position of assembly.  I contacted Bulldog Fire Apparatus, the local repair 
facility for KME apparatus, to have the truck evaluated.  Inspection revealed, the married pair of 
2x3 structural supports at the front of the body had cracked, causing the sub frame to fail.  This 
condition had never been reported to KME as a design problem. 
 
Figuring the expense this would incur, I contacted VFIS an initiated a claim.  Mr. Bob Forester, a 
noted fire apparatus adjuster was sent to Bulldog to review the claim.  His opinion is, the 
fracture was not caused by a specific act, but most likely damage done over time, from not 
repairing a previous failure and the claim is not a covered item. 
 
With the Truck unusable as is, I called around for shop rates, familiarity with the unit, and time 
frame of repairs. The best option was to have Bulldog complete the repairs, at $108/hour. 
 
The initial break of an upper weld was reported in 2008, and no corrective action was taken.  
The subsequent years of use contributed to each weld having to support more than it was 
designed to, leading to multiple failures.  The final tally of breaks once the tank was removed for 
access was 6 welds broke, two main structure frames, six cross members with stress cracks, 
this is a very labor intensive repair, as the water tank, and ladder rack had to be removed before 
the area was exposed enough to work on it. 
 
Attached is the repair bill, because of the amount I am suggesting the use of account 1008, 
truck replacement fund to debit for this repair. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Chief Kenneth A. Finlay 
Cumberland Fire Department 
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