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AGENDA OF THE CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT 

TUESDAY JULY 26, 2015 7:15 PM 

CUMBERLAND TOWN HALL, EVERETT “MOE” BONNER, JR. TOWN CHAMBERS 

45 BROAD STREET, CUMBERLAND 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

3. GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of minutes from June 28, 2016 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS  

a. FC-R-2016-32 Cost sharing on Training Trainer (Grant Match) 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Finance Report – We will have a full report on the 2015-16 finances 

in the August meeting. 

 

b. FC-R-2016-34 Authorize payment to R&D Road Services 

 

c. Mr. Koutsogiane’s accusation that he has requested changes to be 

made to the minutes but they have not been made.  See time stamp: 

3:27 in the 6/28/16 meeting video. 

 

i. Mr. Koutsogiane will provide the evidence he said he had, 

but not with him at the June 28, 2016 meeting.  See Time 

Stamp: 3:30 in the 6/28/16 meeting video.  

 

d. Mr. Koutsogiane’s request to review how minutes are being 

managed.  See time stamp: 3:56 in the 6/28/16 meeting video 

 

e. FC-R-2016-33 Hiring of a Court Stenographer 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

Bruce A. Lemois 

Chairman 
 

Phillip Koutsogiane 

Vice-Chair 
 

Christopher Parent 

Commissioner 
 

Cynthia Ouellette 

Commissioner 
 

Ronald Champagne 

Commissioner 
 

Jim Scullin 

Commissioner 
 

Frank Matta 

Commissioner 

 

 

Kenneth Finlay 

Chief of the Department 

 

Station One 

555 High Street 

401.722.5992 

 

Station Two 

1530 Mendon Road 

401.333.1421 

 

Station Five 

50 Arnold Mills Road 

401.333.2244 

 

 

 

Kelley Morris 

General Counsel 

 

Diane Karolyshyn 

Finance Director 

 

Debra Auclair 

District Clerk 

Established 

November 10, 2014 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT 1 

JUNE 28, 2016 AT 6:45 P.M. 2 

CUMBERLAND TOWN HALL, EVERETT “MOE” BONNER JR. TOWN CHAMBERS 3 

45 BROAD STREET, CUMBERLAND, RI 4 

 5 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Lemois, Commissioners Koutsogiane, Matta, Parent, Ouellette, 6 

Champagne and Scullin.  Deputy Chief Anderson, Finance Director Diane Karolyshyn and Tax 7 

Collector Fountain. 8 

 9 

Chief Finlay is on vacation 10 

 11 

CONSENT AGENDA: 12 

 13 

The Chairman explained the four sets of minutes can be approved as a group or individually. 14 

Commissioner Champane moved to approve the minutes from May 19, 24, 26 and June 8, seconded by 15 

Commissioenr Ouellette. 16 

 17 

Mr. Koutsogiane stated that the minutes do not reflect accuratly what is said or done during the 18 

minutes. He feels he has been quoted incorrectly on a number of occations.  He also feels some of the 19 

important points he has tried to bring to the borad’s attentiono are not stated, that they are inaccurate, 20 

they have been modified. 21 

 22 

Mr. Koutsogiane stated he was going to voice his objection to each one of these minutes as not accurate 23 

for those reasons.   24 

 25 

The Chairman stated to Mr. Koutsogiane that there is a policy at the committee level allowing changes 26 

to the minutes.  Reviewing that the changes just need to be presented and they would be put in the 27 

minutes.  28 

 29 

Mr. Koutsogiane stated that he has done that before and the changes were not entered.  The Chairman 30 

asked for the specific times that has happened.  Mr. Koutsogiane said he didn’t have them with him.  31 

The Chairman asked if he would like to have that issue on the next meeting’s agenda and he agreed. 32 

 33 

Commissioner Champange state that it seems that every month Mr. Koutsogiane has an issue with the 34 

minutes.  He continued to remind us that the Solicitor has stated that minutes are no more than a 35 

record of events of the meetings, not nescessary a verbatum record of a member’s dialog. 36 

 37 

Commissioner Champange continued and suggested that it is time we need to investigate  the hiring of a 38 

court stenogrpher.    This would be to stop the issue that Mr. Koutsogiane and others have the minutes.  39 

He also noted that there would be a cost, from what he has heard it is about $300 per meeting.  But to 40 

stop the back and forth and finally put it to rest, once the court stenogrpher takes the minutes it’s going 41 

to be a little hard to say “my comments are included.” 42 

 43 
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Mr. Koutsogiane suggested that the Clerk go to the video and ensure that his important comments are 44 

in the minutes.   45 

 46 

The Chairman pointed out to Mr. Koutsogiane, that what you just stated is what the stenogrpher would 47 

eleminate.  Because only you really know which commments you make are important.  He continued to 48 

point out that the Clerk enters, by what ever standard, what she feels should go into the minutes. 49 

 50 

He again pointed out that we have a policy allowing for changes to be made to the minutes prior to 51 

acceptance.   52 

 53 

Commissioner Ouellette suggest to Mr. Koutsogiane that he can take the written minutes and listen to 54 

the video and use the time stamp on the video.  This would be a sure way to be truly accurate and this 55 

should addres he concerns.  She asked him if that would make sense.   56 

 57 

Mr. Koutsogiane said he apprecited her commments and that is exactly what he has done in the past.  58 

He stated that even after presenting those changes they still don’t appear in the minutes.  Ms. Ouellette 59 

continued to ask if Mr. Koutsogiane could make notes and pass them out to the committee for accurate 60 

reviewing.   He again stated he appreciated that comment and he feels the job could be done better the 61 

first time arouond.  Rather than doing all that additional work; which he will do as he stated. 62 

 63 

Mr. Champange added that it comes down to either we want transcripts of the meeting or do we want 64 

minutes.  If we want transcripts we hire the court stenogrpher and pay the price and it should make Mr. 65 

Koutsogiane very happy.   66 

 67 

The Chairman pointed out that the mintues for May 24th where done by the clerk and are about five or 68 

six pages.  He expressed his appreciation and acknowledgment of the work she is doing.   69 

  70 

Commissioner Ouellette pointed out that from the CFD web site all the meeting videos are easily 71 

accessed so all that is needed is cross referencing.   72 

 73 

Mr. Koutsogiane pointed out that June 8th meeting is not there.  The Chairman pointed out that the 74 

video equipment was not available and that the mintues met the requirments of the Open Meeting Act. 75 

   76 

1855 77 

PASSED 5-2 78 

Koutsogiane and Scullin voting no. 79 

 80 

NEW BUSINESS: 81 

Finance Report: – Director Karolyshyn reported she received no quesitons from the Committee on this 82 

report. 83 

Commssioner Champagne moved to approved 84 

Commissioenr Parent seconds motion 85 

PASSED 6-1 86 

Koustogiane voting no 87 

 88 

 89 

 90 
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Resolutions: 91 

FC-R-2016-25 Abatement of taxes 92 

Commssioner Champange moved to pass, seconded by Commissioner Ouellettee. 93 

PASSED 7-0 94 

 95 

FC-R-2016-29 New England Floor Repair 96 

Commssioner Champange moved to pass, seconded by Commissioner Ouellettee. 97 

PASSED 7-0 98 

 99 

FC-R-2016-30 J&A Appliance 100 

Commssioner Champange moved to pass, seconded by Commissioner Ouellettee. 101 

PASSED 7-0 102 

 103 

FC-R-2016-31 J&A Appliance 104 

Commssioner Champange moved to pass, seconded by Commissioner Ouellettee. 105 

PASSED 7-0 106 

 107 

FC-R-2016-32 Cost sharing on Training Trainer (Grant Match) 108 

Though this resoultion passed 7-0 there wasn’t a motion made, nor a second. This will be voted on again 109 

at the July  26, 2016 meeting. 110 

 111 

ADJOURNMENT 112 

 113 

Commissioner Parent moved to adjourn, seconded by entire Committee. 114 

 115 

PASSED 7-0 116 

 117 

 118 

SUBMITTED BY 119 

Debra Auclair 120 

 121 

NOTE:  THERE IS A FULL VIDEO AVAILABLE VIA THE CFD YOUTUBE.COM PAGE: 122 

 123 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9StGbUE8_U  124 

 125 

THIS IS A LIVE LINK, PLEASE CLICK TO VIEW VIDEO 126 



  1 

FC-R-2016-32 2 

CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT 3 

Resolution 4 

RESOLUTION: Authorize the payment of $3,552.00 to the Smithfield Fire Department 5 

for 1/7 of Grant Match for training trailer. 6 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CFD COMMITTEE AS FOLLOWS: 7 

 8 

WHEREAS: Smithfield Fire Department is acting as the host community for an AFG 9 

Regional Grant. 10 

WHEREAS: This host community along with Cumberland, North Smithfield, 11 

Blackstone, Woonsocket, Lincoln and Bellingham are cost sharing of a 12 

grant match totaling $24,863. 13 

WHEREAS: This grant is being used to purchase a Safety and Survival Training 14 

Simulator Trailer. 15 

WHEREAS: Cumberland’s share of the total cost is $3,552.00. 16 

WHEREAS: Chief of the Department is responsible for adequate availability for 17 

training of the members of the CFD.  18 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS:  19 

RESOLVED: This authorizes the payment of $3,552.00 out of account 1008. 20 

 21 

Approved this 28th day of June, 2016 22 

 23 

_________________________  ___________________________ 24 

Bruce A. Lemois, Chairman   Debra Auclair, Clerk 25 

YAY:  NAY 26 

Bruce Lemois
Stamp











 1 

FC-R-2016-34 2 

CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT  3 

Resolution 4 

 5 

 6 

RESOLUTION: Authorize the payment of $6,292.98 to S&D Road Service for 7 

repairs to Engine One. 8 

 9 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CFD COMMITTEE AS FOLLOWS: 10 

 11 

WHEREAS:  Engine One developed a steering box failure. 12 

 13 

WHEREAS: All work was performed locally and to the approval of Chief 14 

Finlay. 15 

 16 

WHEREAS:  Funds will be from account 6112. 17 

 18 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS: 19 

 20 

RESOLVED: Payment to S&D Road Services for $6,292.98 is authorized as 21 

requested. 22 

 23 

Voted on this, 26th day of July 2016 24 

 25 

 26 

_________________________  ___________________________ 27 

Bruce A. Lemois, Chairman   Debra Auclair, Clerk 28 

YAY:  NAY 29 









FC-R-2016-33 1 

CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT 2 

Resolution 3 

RESOLUTION: Authorize the hiring of a court stenographer for our meetings. 4 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CFD COMMITTEE AS FOLLOWS: 5 

 6 

WHEREAS: There has been a request that minutes be verbatim.   7 

 8 

WHEREAS: It was stated that video record of the meeting is enough to document statements. 9 

 10 

WHEREAS: Though there is a standing policy to have minutes adjusted some do not want to use 11 

that Fire Committee policy and submit any changes to the minutes. 12 

 13 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CUMBERLAND FIRE DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS:  14 

 15 

RESOLVED: Hire a court stenographer at the estimated amount of $7,050. 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

Voted on this 26th day of July, 2016 24 

 25 

_________________________  ___________________________ 26 

Bruce A. Lemois, Chairman   Debra Auclair, Clerk 27 

YAY:  NAY 28 




